
A journey with 
Matthew

Burkitt non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma 



December 15, 2017
On December 15, 2017, after suddenly developing severe sleep apnea, Matthew 
had an outpatient procedure removing his tonsils called a tonsillectomy. Upon 
removal of his tonsils, a large 3 centimeter by 4 centimeter tumor was revealed. 

The following slides contain dates of when the images were taken as well as when 
events took place.



Diagnosis
Burkitt lymphoma is a form of 
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in which 
cancer starts in immune cells called 
B-cells. Recognized as the fastest 
growing human tumor, Burkitt 
lymphoma is associated with impaired 
immunity and is rapidly fatal if left 
untreated.

CT Scan of Matthew’s head 

December 21, 2017



Full Spectrum CBD

December 23, 2017

In addition to chemotherapy, Matthew 
received CBD.

Tincture - 60 mgs 3 times daily 
sublingually 

Salve - applied topically as needed

The Oncology team at St Mary’s Hospital 
in Grand Junction, CO  was supportive of 
our decision to supplement Matthew’s 
chemotherapy with Full Spectrum CBD.



For more information on CBD and Cancer
https://mesalavenderfarms.com/cbd-and-cancer-a-review-of-three-research-articles/ 



4 Stages of non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 
Stage 1 - lymphoma is found in only 1 lymph node area or in one single organ outside 
the lymph system

Stage 2 - lymphoma is found in 2 or more groups of lymph nodes on same side (above 
or below) the diaphragm 

Stage 3 - lymphoma is found in 2 or more groups of lymph nodes on both sides 
(above or below) the diaphragm

Stage 4 - lymphoma has spread widely into at least one organ outside the lymph 
system such as bone marrow, liver or lung.

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/non-hodgkin-lymphoma/detection-diagnosis-staging/staging.html

 



Stage 3 Diagnosis for Matthew
Affected areas:

● Neck
● Pancreas 
● Small bowel

January 4, 2018



Day Before Chemo
With CBD on board, we are ready to 
attack the cancer with our arsenal of 
supplements. 

January 7, 2018



Double Lumen Port

Matthew had a Double-lumen port 

installed which is defined as two central 

venous port catheters: simultaneous 

application for chemotherapy and 

parenteral nutrition in cancer patients.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20954131



Double Lumen Port
Chemo begins the day the double lumen 
port is installed. Matthew’s chemo is 
in-patient for 6 days at a time so he can 
be under observation while receiving 
chemo through IV bags accessed through 
his ports. On the 6th day, he receives 
chemo intrathecally (administered 
through his spine) before leaving the 
hospital. 

January 8, 2018



Chemo Regimen
Normal treatment for Burkitt is Hyper CVAD 
with Rituximab  for 8-12 months

● Clophosphamide
● Vincristine
● Doxorubicin
● Dexamethasone 
● Rituximab 
● Methotrexate
● Cytarabine

January 8, 2018



Cerebral Spinal Fluid Leak
After receiving chemo intrathecally (aka lumbar puncture), Matthew experienced a 
cerebral spinal fluid leak. This is caused when the dura (entry of spine) is perforated 
which causes the spinal fluid to leak out. Low spinal fluid causes severe headaches as 
the brain doesn’t have the cushion of the fluid which protects your brain and spine. 
The leak required a blood patch.



Blood Patch

Once blood is introduced into the 
epidural space, it will form a clot and seal 
the perforation, thus preventing further 
leak of CSF. 

January 18, 2018



Other Medications Matthew received:
Prophylactics 

● Levaquin (antifungal)
● Acyclovir (antiviral)
● Ciprofloxacin (antibacterial)
● Oseltamivir (antiflu)

Other meds

● Anti Nausea Meds
● Oxycodone 10/325

January 25, 2018



Supplements
Full Spectrum CBD - this was taken 3 times daily throughout the course of 
chemotherapy. 

CBD Salve - as needed for bone pain.

Matthew became neutropenic after each round of chemo which occurs when you 
have low white blood cells, to protect the body from infection. Patients are given 
what is called neupogen or neulasta to stimulate white blood cells to grow in the 
bone marrow. This is very painful. The salve was massaged into Matthew’s skin from 
head to toe. Matthew preferred the CBD supplements over the prescription pain 
meds. “It just worked better.”



Chemo Reduced 
Matthew  responded well to his first 
round of chemo and was told he would 
finish chemotherapy in 8 months rather 
than 12 months.

January 25, 2018



More chemo
Each round of chemo was spent in the 
hospital where he continued his CBD 
supplements everyday.

February 7, 2018



CT Scan
A computerized tomography (CT) scan combines a series of X-ray images taken from 
different angles around your body and uses computer processing to create 
cross-sectional images (slices) of the bones, blood vessels and soft tissues inside 
your body. 

This scan determined Matthew had no evidence of disease after his 2nd round of 
chemotherapy as opposed to the initial treatment plan of 8-12 months.



No evidence of disease
Modified regimen to R-CODOX-M/IVAC

● Cyclophosphamide
● Vincristine
● Doxorubicin
● high-dose Methotrexate
● Ifosfamide 
● Etoposide
● Cytarabine

Reduced treatment by 4 more months.

February 13, 2018



Blood transfusion
Most chemotherapy drugs affect cells in 

the bone marrow. This commonly leads 

to low blood cell counts, and can 

sometimes put a person at risk for 

life-threatening infections or bleeding.

February 22, 2018

https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/treatment-types/blood-transfusi
on-and-donation/what-are-transfusions.html



Neupogen Injections
Encourages white blood cells to grow in 
bone marrow. 

After each round of chemo, Matthew 
received neupogen injections daily for 
10 days. This is a very painful process as 
the body is producing an exponential 
amount of white blood cells which 
causes severe bone pain. The CBD salve 
was very beneficial during this time. 

March 12, 2018



Labs
Preparing for the last and final round of 
chemo. Before each round of 
chemotherapy can begin, it is important 
to have a complete blood work up which 
determines if you are capable of 
undergoing the therapy. His Oncologist, 
Dr Tjan makes all the decisions based on 
the results of bloodwork.

March 29, 2018



Accessing ports
Before each round of chemo, nurses will 
access Matthew’s ports. They flush the 
catheters with saline to ensure good 
flow. They attached instruments through 
the ports so chemo and medications can 
be administered simultaneously. 

April 6, 2018



In Patient Chemo

April 7, 2018



Blood transfusion

April 16, 2018



More blood

April 17, 2018



More blood
Matthew became very neutropenic and 
required several pints of blood.

April 18, 2018



Remission
May 16, 2018

Dr Tjan, Oncologist
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